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“jet1¥ Ainoathted ha et NS | )
8, the U3 pllot who.was shol.down over:
LIt I8 & wdrk: whioh': Pewsbs Brobably
,hvishel never began since he' was the prin-

n ' 1§ ehaptet of
] ? that exposcd.
the UnitediBtates in a’deliberate, cover-up
lie. and provided Premier-Khrushchev with
@ handy excuse to kill a summit conference
he did not welcome, ~ L
Powers was shot down an a photographic
rssion and tried as a spy by the Russians
in a court mcene staged to.yleld the ulti-
mate in propaganda. He was convicted and
then exchanged last February for a key
Soviet spy. | ¢ ¢ .

Was Powbrs & hero or coward? Many
prople inaist he gshould have used the poison
needle packed in his escape kit and blown
up the ship as he bailed out. This would
huve ﬂlwed‘thh_w%&_dwvow his
axistence, the traditl ~ebplonage plot.
Others argue he was not Instructed to com-
nit suicide, that he was'not a professiotial
sjy, but rather a highly skilled technician
guiding a spy plane. Therefore, the aigu-,
went goes, the custbmary. spy dbehavior id;
nal appiy. ; o ' .
. After bispelease, the CLA stated Powers.
had fulfilled .hig-contraet and lved up to! .
“nis obligations as aa’, can under the: , o

sircumatances in w?tl

gxtraondinary mdssion - proafiiie J
""1t Powers were only & techniolan and '+

« «pv s most belleve, hix primary useful
aess ended when ha halled put over. Rusaia
Any residus was .with his ques ,‘
joning by the CIA. on his return home. . . v
“his was indicated when the CIA gave him
a b of undisclosed dutles which did not'
mcluds flying. .
a o1 appears the real hero in this spy
centure was the U2, As Francls Gary Pow-
% was slipping.. back into anonymity,
which e .should welcome, (he plane re-
lirned to prominence by giving the Unltedj
St.-Les the first firm evidence of the Boviet
‘huildup of offensive weapons in Cube. Now,
it daily sweeps over that troubled island:
and reports on the Russian “puild-down.”
pernaps Powers' reflections on this bit of;
irony in which a machine comes out the
champion may be discussed in the book;
which it is reported he intends to write. ¢
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